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jmIrc English Language Services (ELS) mod
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User Manual

Overview

Introduction

jmIrc ELS mod is a modification of jmirc, the open source J2ME (Java) IRC client for mobile phones.

IRC stands for Internet Relay Chat and is a type of text-based internet chat.  It’s different from instant messaging though, because it works by connecting to a server and joining chat-rooms where there might be many people who can all read the messages you send to their chat-room.  The major IRC networks on the internet (Undernet, EFnet, DALnet) may have up to 100,000 people connected at one time, and thousands of chat-rooms.

jmIrc ELS mod is quite specialised, however, because many of the mod’s functions will only work if another specific program is also connected to the IRC server.  This program looks like another person in the chat-room but it’s actually a piece of software that’s been programmed to perform tasks that you ask it to do through an IRC message, like retrieve a dictionary definition.  This program, which is called an IRC Bot (which is short for robot), and your jmIrc ELS mod software will work together to enable you to play Scrabble and Boggle with other people on your mobile phone.  jmIrc ELS mod will also be able to download crosswords to your mobile phone from the Bot.

jmIrc ELS mod can also do basically all the other things that a PC based IRC can do.  You can join chat-rooms and send private messages and enact other various acts like emotes (e.g. if Shawn sends the message ‘/me claps excitedly’ the message: Shawn claps excitedly will be displayed).

Available services

· Leave Note

· You can tell the bot to forward a message you type to someone else when they come online

· Dictionary

· The dictionary service connects to an internet server which hosts a GNU version of The Collaborative International Dictionary of English. 

· Scrabble

· A word game for 1-4 players where players take turns forming connecting words on a board.

· Boggle

· A word game with no limit of the number of players where players have 3 minutes to form as many words as they can from a grid of letters.

· Crosswords

· A puzzle where the player has to fill in interlocking words by guessing from clues that are given.

· Hangman

· A 1 player game where a player has to guess a word with only a certain amount of wrong guesses. 
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jmIrc Interface

jmIrc Interface

Status Line

The status line shows information about the current IRC session.  Each square represents a window which may be a status window, chat-room (channel) window, private window or game window.  A white square indicates no new information has been received.  A purple square indicates new message(s) have been received, and a grey square indicates status information has been received (e.g. someone has joined the channel).  The name in the right corner indicates the window title.  Channel windows are designated by a hash (#) prefix and will also display the number of users in the channel.

Display Area

The display area displays status information and messages in status windows, private windows and channel windows.  In game windows (i.e. Scrabble, Boggle, crosswords) this is where the game graphics are displayed.

Command Menu

When selected (such as when the right menu select key is pressed in the example) the command menu displays various options.  These options differ depending on which window the menu is accessed from:

· Status Window / Channel Window / Private Window

· Join

· Join a channel

· Query

· Opens a private window with the specified nickname

· Favourites

· You can store commonly sent messages

· Bytecounter

· Shows how many bytes you have uploaded, downloaded, and used in total (1024 bytes = 1 kilobyte (KB))

· Timestamp

· Toggles a timestamp on messages showing when they were received

· Bot Commands

· Access the jmIrc ELS services

· Disconnect

· Disconnect from the IRC server

· Msg

· Create and send a message to the channel

· Channel Window only

· Names

· Lists the nicknames of everyone in the channel

· Close

· Leave the channel

· Private Window only

· Whois

· Request information about the user denoted by the window title

· Close

· Close the window

· Crossword Window

· Complete

· Find out whether you have completed the crossword correctly

· Across

· Access the list of clues for words going across

· Down

· Access the list of clues for words going down

· Close

· Close the crossword window and save any changes

· Boggle Window

· Submit

· Submit the selected word

· Clear

· An alternative menu item for the clear key to remove the previously selected letter from the current word

· Leave

· Leave the boggle game and close the window

· Scrabble Window

· Submit turn

· Submit the placed tiles and end the turn (turn won’t end if tiles have spelt an incorrect word)

· Cash in tiles

· Toggle the tile cash in option so that the player can select tiles to be traded rather than submit a word(s)

· Pass

· Pass on your turn

· Scores

· View the current scores

· Leave game

· Leave the game

· Disconnect

· Disconnect from the IRC server

· Bot command shortcuts

· Leave note

· Opens a msg box with the text ‘/msg <bot name> tell’.

· You must enter the nickname of the person you want to leave a message for, then the message itself (e.g. /msg <bot name> tell Shawn I will be online at 7pm tonight) then select ‘send’.

· Dictionary

· Opens a msg box with the text ‘/msg <bot name> define’.

· Add the word you wish to define (e.g. /msg <bot name> define learning) then select send.

· Scrabble

· New Scrabble Game

· Opens a msg box with the text ‘/msg <bot name> new scrabble game’.

· Add the name of the game (e.g. /msg <bot name> new scrabble game test) then select send.

· Join Scrabble Game

· Opens a msg box with the text ‘/msg <bot name> join scrabble game’.

·  Add the name of the game you wish to join (e.g. /msg <bot name new scrabble game test) then select send.

· Start Scrabble

· Starts the game of Scrabble automatically for all registered players (Only the game creator can start the game).

· Boggle

· New Boggle Game

· Starts the countdown to a new Boggle game and automatically registers you for the game (can only be done from the boggle channel window (i.e. #Boggle).

· Join Boggle

· Joins a previously created Boggle game (can only be done from the boggle channel window (i.e. #Boggle).

· Crosswords

· List crosswords

· Sends a message to the bot requesting a list of available crosswords for download.

· Download

· Opens a msg box with the text ‘/msg <bot name> download crossword’.

· You must add the name of the crossword to download (e.g. /msg <bot name> download crossword animals) then select send.

· If there is an available crossword with the name you entered it will be downloaded to your phone and loaded to the screen.

· Open

· Loads a previously downloaded crossword.

Key commands

· Status / Channel / Private window

· (Default) Select

· Write message

· Up arrow / Keypad 3

· Scroll up 1 row

· Keypad 1

· Scroll to top

· Down arrow / keypad 9

· Scroll down 1 row

· Keypad 7

· Scroll to bottom

· Left arrow / Keypad 4

· Go to previous window

· Right arrow / Keypad 6

· Go to next window

· Keypad 0

· Shortcut to favourite messages

· #

· Toggle the status line on/off

· Crossword window

· Up arrow / Keypad 2

· Down arrow / Keypad 8

· Left arrow / Keypad 4

· Right arrow / Keypad 6

· Navigate around the crossword

· (Default) Select / Keypad 5

· Enter selected word in crossword

· Keypad 0

· Toggle navigation by scrolling / word selection

· #

· Toggle the status line on/off

· Boggle window

· Up arrow / Keypad 2

· Down arrow / Keypad 8

· Left arrow / Keypad 4

· Right arrow / Keypad 6

· Navigate the letter grid

· (Default) Select / Keypad 5

· Select a letter to become the next letter in the word

· Clear

· Remove the last selected letter from the word

· #

· Toggle the status line on/off

· Scrabble window

· (Default) select

· Clear message / Submit turn

· Clear

· Remove selected tile (tile must have been placed this turn)

· Up arrow

· Down arrow

· Left arrow

· Right arrow

· Navigate the letter grid

· Keypad 0

· Toggle tile letters / scores display

· Keypad 9

· Toggle between scroll-at-edge / instant-scroll / enable window changes

· Keypad 4

· Go to previous window (if window changes enabled)

· Keypad 6

· Go to next window (if window changes enabled)

· #

· Toggle the status line on/off

· Keypad 1 – 7

· Place a tile corresponding with number of key (i.e. pressing 1 will place the first tile in the rack, if it is a valid placement)

· When cash-in tiles is enabled this will select a tile to be cashed in

Play instructions

Scrabble

Scrabble is a game for 1 – 4 players.

In Scrabble players take turns at forming words from 7 random letters (known as tiles) and placing these on the scrabble board in an interlocking fashion, like a crossword.  At the end of each turn the point value of each letter is added to the player's score.

Players can 'cash in' tiles instead of placing a word on the board if they can't make a word, or they can pass on their turn, either of which will give them a score of 0 for that turn.

Tiles are randomly chosen from a pool of 100 specific letter tiles.  Tiles are taken out of the pool when they are placed in a player’s ‘rack’ (at the bottom of the screen).  Eventually the pool of tiles becomes empty, forcing all players to pass on their turns.

When every player in the game fails to either place a word on the scrabble board or cash in some tiles in succession, the game ends and the player with the highest score is the winner.

The first player must place their first letter on the white square in the middle of the Scrabble board.  They can then build their word horizontally or vertically around it.

Consecutive players need to place their first tile next to an already placed tile on the Scrabble board.  As long as their consecutive placed tiles form a straight line and are adjoined to another tile on the board with no blank space between the first placed tile (this turn) and current tile the placement is valid.  Multiple words in one turn can be formed through clever intersection.  Each player has 3 minutes to place their tiles.

Points can be doubled or tripled by placing a letter on a bonus square.  Pink squares double the points of the word and red squares triple the points.  Light blue squares double the points of the letter, and dark blue squares triple them.  If you use all 7 letters in one turn you will earn 50 bonus points.

This software uses the second edition of the Official Scrabble Players Dictionary.  Permitted words include any words listed in a standard English Dictionary except those spelt with an Initial capital letter, abbreviations, prefixes, suffixes and words requiring apostrophes and hyphens.

Boggle

The aim of Boggle is to gain the highest score by finding the longest, most unusual and most words in a 4x4 grid of letters.  There is no limit to the amount of players in a Boggle game.

Players form words by selecting letters that adjoin horizontally, vertically and diagonally in any direction and submit the word when it is formed.  At the end of the game the word lists from all the players is compared.  If two or more people form the same word no one gets any points for that word.  Incorrect words aren’t penalised but of course will not provide any points.  The word list for permitted words is the same as is used for Scrabble.

The score for remaining words (unique to the player and permitted) is:

# of letters
Points

3
1

4
1

5
2

6
3

7
5

8 or more
11

The same word found by a player in different areas of the grid will not give additional points.

The QU counts as 2 letters.

You get full points for both the singular and plural of a noun (as long as you submitted both words).

Crosswords

Crosswords are word puzzles that are completed by reading clues to guess a word.  Further hints can be gained by entering intersecting words, as they will use the same intersecting letter.

To read the clue for a word you can select the word on the crossword, then select ‘across’ from the menu if the word is horizontal, or ‘down’ if the word is vertical.  The clue for the word will then be selected in the list of clues.  Another way to access the clue is to scroll to it in the across or down lists.  To enter the word first press select, and the blank word corresponding to the clue will be selected.  Press select again and enter it in the text box that opens (you will have to clear the hyphens (‘-‘) first).

Hints & Tips

You can access additional bot function through messages like “/msg elsie hangman” (this sends the bot a message asking it to start a game of hangman with you) and “highscores”. Instead of typing these you can access them through the ‘favourites’ menu option to save you typing a message every time you play hangman or view the high scores in the Scrabble and Boggle channels.

Keep an eye on the status line (on the top of the screen).  This will tell you when a new message arrives (by a white square turning purple).

Remember you can change back to message windows from Scrabble and crosswords (when online) by pressing keypad 9 (This has to be pressed twice for Scrabble).

You can check the points value of scrabble tiles by pressing keypad 0.

If you have a small screen you can make the main display area bigger by turning off the status line by pressing #.

Check the byte counter regularly.  To work out how many kilobytes (KB) you have used divide the total by 1000.
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